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���The Dacotah Prairie Museum, a non-profit, permanent learning center 
in service to all  people,  is committed to the continued growth of its col-
lection of material evidence representing the ongoing history of its re-
gion. This collection will be used by present and future generations to 
study and interpret the lives and accomplishments of previous genera-
tions inhabiting the Dakota Prairie. Through these endeavors the Mu-
seum will continue to advance itself as a cultural, educational and eco-
nomic asset to South Dakota.  

To preserve and share the stories of the Dakota Prairie and its inhabitants 
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Sue Gates, Director 
Sherri Rawstern, Curator of Education 
Lora Schaunaman, Curator of Exhibits 
Jackie Ormand, Collection Manager 

Carol White, Office/Gift Shop Manager 
Marianne Marttilla-Klipfel, Curatorial Assistant 

Dick Schooley, Custodian 
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Assoc. of SD Museums Convention 
 

Garland Birthday Party 

Christmas Tree Lane 
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Gingerbread Houses 

Peoples Choice 

New Dawn on the Prairie 
Exhibit Opening 
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Cooking Series 

Granary High School  
                     Art Exhibition 

History Camp 

40th Anniversary  
Party at the Ward 

Orchestra Anniversary Reception 

Zonta 

Humane Society 
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�� he idea for a museum in Aberdeen originated in 
1938 when John Murphy, a Northern State 

College professor, and Marc Cleworth, a salesman, 
created the Northern South Dakota History Museum, 
which was housed in the Central building on 
Northern's campus.  The collection of this first 
museum grew rapidly through loans and donations 
until, by 1941, it had amassed a collection of over 500 
items. 
     This museum closed in 1941 when space was 
needed on campus to train WWII glider pilots.  The 
collection pieces were either returned to donors or 
placed in storage where they remained until 1970 when 
they were added to the collection of the new Dacotah 
Prairie Museum. 
 
A New Museum is Born 
     The idea of a museum resurfaced in 1963 when a 
group of past presidents of the American Association 
of University Women (AAUW) met to consider 
possible community projects for the group.  By 1964 
the AAUW committee, along with representatives of 
other community groups, began looking for possible 
sites for the museum. 
     In April 1968, the Aberdeen Parks and Recreation 
Department offered the Anderson Recreation Center 
(now Senior Center) as a temporary home for a 
museum.  The Museum's board of directors accepted 
the offer and, in 1969 opened the Dacotah Prairie 
Museum, but the search for a permanent site 
continued. 
 
The Museum Finds a Home 
     On March 11, 1970, Fred Hatterscheidt, a local 

businessman, offered the 
building at 21 South Main to 
the County for use as a 
museum.  The County 
Commissioners accepted the 
offer and by mid-summer 

renovations to the building began. 
     On October 25, 1970, the Dacotah Prairie Museum 
opened the doors of its new home to the public.  Gov-

ernor Frank Farrar spoke at the opening ceremony. 
     In 1970 the Museum's exhibit area included only 
portions of the first floor as it shared the building with 
several other tenants. As the decade progressed the 
Museum expanded its exhibit space to the entire first 
floor and half of the second. By 1980 the Dacotah 
Prairie Museum occupied the entire building. Staff 
and volunteers worked to ready new found spaces to 
accommodate staff, exhibits and collection storage.  
 
The 1980s and 1990s 
     During the 1980s and 1990s the Museum 
continued to define itself.  A mission statement was 
adopted, and policies of operation were put into place.  

Staff numbers increased as did 
the Museum's tax-supported 
budget.  The Dacotah Prairie 
Museum Foundation was 
incorporated in 1985 to assist 

the Museum in raising outside funds to supplement 
the annual budget.   
     During these two decades, several professional 
assessments were conducted to help the Museum im-
prove its collection management methods, maintain 
the integrity of its historic building, and strengthen its 
overall operations. 
 
2000 and Beyond 

Renovations to the building’s exterior and its 
major first floor gallery spaces were the focus of 
work during the early years of this period.  In sub-
sequent years, the Boards have continued their ef-
forts to secure the financial future of DPM and ad-
dress the demands for more physical space.  The 
feasibility of an expansion project 
to double DPM’s size was ex-
plored  in 2007—2008.  Despite a 
positive response from the com-
munity, a downturned economy 
postponed action on the project.   
To compensate, upgrades to exist-
ing spaces are being made to maximize their effec-
tiveness. 

History of the Dacotah Prairie Museum�



 

 

    
 “ If you would understand anything,  
observe its beginning and its development.” 
         ~Aristotle~ 
 
2010: A Year of Reflection & Celebration 

The vision of our founders for a successful local 
museum became reality when DPM found a perma-
nent home in 1970. The staff was small (a director 
and secretary); the space was small (only the first 
floor of the massive three story building), and the 
budget was small and dependent on private dona-
tions.  The dreams of this group, however, were 
huge and included plans for institutional expansion 
and growth.  Fast forward to 2010.  The staff has 
grown to seven; the DPM occupies the entire build-
ing, and the budget is now part of the larger Brown 
County government budget.    

 
   Exhibits:  Back to the Beginning 
 
The historic building at 21 South Main has been 

home to DPM for forty years, and staff celebrated 
that milestone throughout 2010 through exhibits and 
programs.  Visitors could remember (or learn about) 
life in 1970 through a series of small exhibits that 
showcased everything from fashion to technology.  
This was DPM’s first serious presentation of recent 
history.  It offered a wonderful opportunity for con-
versation between generations as personal stories 
and memories were discussed.  DPM will continue 
exploring “newer” history due to the popularity of 
this initial effort. 

The year’s major exhibit efforts were directed 
toward the agriculture gallery.  The long standing 
Prairie Heritage exhibit was removed, and the gal-
lery was remodeled and enlarged to include the for-
mer First Avenue window gallery.  New hardwood 
flooring and track lighting were installed in prepara-
tion for “New Dawn on the Prairie”, a redesigned 
agriculture and railroad exhibit.  This space was one 
of DPM’s original galleries, so it was appropriate to 
return to it for updating during this important year.   

 
 Education:  Building on a Solid Base 

DPM has always had a strong education depart-
ment thanks to the early efforts of Helen Bergh who 
developed the popular Afternoon into the Past pro-
gram, which is still used today.  Sherri Rawstern, 
DPM’s current educator, has built on that tradition 
and expanded the educational programming to one of 
the best in the state, presenting programs to schools 
in a three state region.  Through History Camp, The 
Granary Fine Arts Exhibition, and the Junior Docent 
Program, children of all ages are involved with DPM 
programs.  To broaden the audience even more, the 
use of technology for program delivery to distant 
schools and communities is now being explored.  
Currently staff is working with a small school in 
Minnesota to develop a pilot program in this area.  

      Collection:  Managing Growth 

The artifact collection at DPM has grown from 
500 or so in 1970 to over 40,000 in 2010.  The suc-
cess of any museum depends on the management of 
its collection.  Staff must know the scope of the col-
lection to develop exhibits and programs around it.  
Knowing what we have, the condition of individual 
artifacts, and their location is vital to successful col-
lection management.  In the early days, all of this in-
formation was handwritten on index cards; today col-
lection data , including a digital image of each arti-
fact, is computerized in a searchable database.  No 
matter where artifacts are stored, in house or at a se-
cure offsite facility, they can be quickly located and 
retrieved for use.   

Current collecting targets specific needs in con-
trast to the random collecting of earlier times.  Stor-
age space is limited, so additions to DPM’s collection 
must be carefully selected to assure an appropriate 
balance of early and recent history representations. 

Digitizing archival collections is a future collec-
tion goal.  Currently staff is collaborating with NSU 
librarians to explore a cooperative digitization project 
to ultimately place the information on the website for    
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Director’s Report�



 

 

access by anyone, anywhere.   This process may 
be ready for a small scale launch as early as 2012. 
 
 
  Personnel:  Growing to Meet Demand 
  

 Today’s DPM  services a vast public that 
reaches well beyond the boundaries of the city or 
county, and staff has grown accordingly.  Our 
founders knew a well run, growing museum 
would eventually require a larger staff, and over 
time positions were created to manage the exhib-
its, the education programs, the collection as well 
as the office work.  Today the DPM staff numbers 
seven including new part-time curatorial assistant 
whose position was added in 2010.   
     The DPM has always depended on its family 
of volunteers.  In addition to our successful Junior 
Docent program, which involves student volun-
teers, current staff is working to develop an adult 
docent program to provide some much-needed 
assistance in the Education Department.  The de-
mand for onsite tours continues to grow, but ser-
vicing all requests is dependent on the availability 
of personnel.  New volunteers have assisted in 
many aspects of exhibit creation during the past 
year as well.  
 Dedicated volunteer leadership has been a 
trademark of DPM throughout its history.  Mem-
bers of the earliest boards of  directors set the 
path for the museum’s future growth and develop-
ment through their dedication, which included 
spending time in the carpentry shop as well as the 
board room.  Today’s board members, building 
on this legacy of service, are DPM advocates 
throughout the community and set the stage for 
meeting the needs of future museum staff and us-
ers through thoughtful planning and fundraising 
efforts.  During 2010 Kathy Sperry and Heath 
Johnson joined the museum board, and Randy 
Grismer, retiring museum board member, joined 
the DPM Foundation board. Staff honored all  its 
volunteers at the annual Volunteer Luncheon held 
in April. 
  

After 40 Years:  What’s Next? 
 

      Planning for the future is vital to the continued 
success of any organization, no matter its age.  Cur-
rent DPM staff and boards are focusing on the fu-
ture  needs of the museum, which include more 
space, staff, and financial security.  The family of 
the late Ken Vaughan, one of DPM’s founders, 
shared a $50,000 gift to be used toward the con-
struction of a much-needed addition.  This gener-
ous gift will help carry the vision of our founders 
forward.  Although expansion plans have been 
stalled by the state of the national economy, they 
have not been abandoned.  It is hoped these plans 
will come to the forefront within the next two 
years, so perhaps DPM can celebrate its 50th anni-
versary in a larger facility.  What a tribute that 
would be for DPM founders and their vision. 
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This collage mural created 
by students working with 
Nick & Nicole Fischer 
during  the 2010 Granary 
event was installed  out-
side DPM’s entrance on 
July 20, 2010. 

Local artist, Nathen 
Cantwell  painted this 
watercolor image to 
commemorate DPM’s 
40 years in this historic 
building.  The painting 
hangs in the DPM 
lobby.  The image has 
been reproduced on 
notecards as well. 

The DPM introduced this new 
logo during 2010.  The DPM  
Foundation also has a new logo, 
which other than including the 
word “Foundation” is identical 
to this image. 
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       The mission of the DPM Education Department 
is to use and interpret the museum collection and 
exhibits for learners of all ages. Some 2010 activities 
are shown here. 

  

 
   

Julia Barnett 

Christian Berbos 

McKayla Carda 

Elise Cardella 

Audrey Cope 

Colton Cox 

Conner Deutsch 

Maleah Eschenbaum 

Jenna Everson 

Catherine Falk 

Emma Gallagher 

Alex Garvin 

Kelsey Gaulrapp 

Emily Geffre 

Claire Gors 

Joshua Hammrich 

Johathan Hanson 

Sadie Hedges 

Bronson Heier 

Danielle Hintz 

Eric Holzer 

Skya Jandt 

Austin Job  

Avery Joseph 

Education Department�

2010 Roncalli Middle School  

6th Grade Junior Docents�
Chase Kucker 

Isabel Litzen 

Kennedy Lorenz 

Ryan Marnette 

Samuel Mehlhaff 

John Morrison 

Sydney Morton 

Ciara Murtagh 

Isaac Norton 

Vanessa O’Brien 

Michaela Olson 

Spencer Raap 

Robert Reeder 

Emily Schock 

Zachary Snyder 

Braden Sommers 

Madison Sumner 

Tyler Traphagen 

Samuel Tucker 

Layne Voeller 

Nicole Wanttie 

Shelby Weig 

Lucas Welk 

Alexandra Woytassek 

The Ed Department set a record 
for one day attendance numbers on 
May 22, 2010, when 222 children 
visited for tours. 

A gallery talk about Frank 
Ashford during the annual 
Gallery Crawl. 

History 
Camp at 
Centennial 
Village 

Exploring historic 
downtown buildings  
during a walking tour 

Learning 
By 
Doing & 
Seeing 

Ethnic Cooking  
Series Celebrates its 
10th Anniversary 

Garland Society Hosts Party 

DPM is a popular  
destination during 
field trip season. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Armenia 
Austria 

Bangladesh 
Brazil 

Czech Republic 
China 

England 
Germany 

India 
Italy 
Israel 

Jamaica 
Japan 

Kazakhstan 
Mexico 

Norway 
Peru 

Poland 
South Africa 
South Korea 
South Wales 

Spain 
Sweden 
Turkey 
Ukraine 

Venezuela 

Canadian Provinces: 
Alberta 

British Columbia 
Ontario 
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2010 Attendance Summary  
Walk-in Visitation   9,366 

In-House Programs # Events # Participants  

Tours    
Local Schools 58 1,198  
Out of Town Schools 38 807  
Adult Groups 9 167  
Scouts 1 10  

    
Afternoon Into The Past    

Local Schools 15 347  
    Out of Town Schools 5 138  

  New Dawn Ex, Opening 1 227  

Girl Scout Programs 6 127  

Receptions  7 535  

Ethnic Cooking Series 4 176  

Meetings 68 945  
Training 16 84  

    Art Crawl 1 30  

Total In-House 273 5,686 5,686 
    

Outreach    

School Visitations 123 2,870  

History in a Trunk 29 525  
Education Kits 22 509  

Special Events    

Brown County Fair 2 19,000  

History Camp 6 70  
S-book Land Festival 1 700  

      Granary Art Exhibition 26 210  
      1st Ladies Tea 1 83  
      DPM’s 40th B-Day  1 140  
     Ag Banquet Exhibit 1 650  

      Christmas Celebration 1 80  
    

    

Total Attendance   72,782 

    

    

Exhibits 37 32,526  
Speeches 7 367  

    

Total Programs 530 63,416  
Total Outreach   257 57,730 57,730 
          

    Misc. Activities 38 857  
    ASDM Meeting  6 42  

Foreign Countries and Canadian Provinces 
Represented by Visitors During 2010 
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Visitors Represented 49 States and  
District of Columbia in 2010 

 



 

 

Attendance Totals 1996–2010 

 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

WALK-IN 7,891 7,602 8,163 8,221 8,165 9,132 9,193 7,475 8,764 9,770 10,030 10,324 9,008 9,660 

IN-HOUSE               

Events 173 202 194 207 235 222 288 202 252 250 306 271 296 240 

Participants 3,936 4,432 4,832 4,739 4,482 4,665 6,117 4,664 5,074 5,341 5,460 4,712 6,234 4,489 

OFF-SITE               

Events 313 334 385 408 406 364 311 324 289 269 239 246 193 266 

Participants 33,967 41,060 41,649 46,305 42,073 45,720 66,351 69,706 56,018 54,018 60,534 59,356 50,903 45,128 

TOTALS               

Events 486 536 579 615 641 586 599 526 541 519 545 517 489 506 

Attendance 44,794 53,094 54,644 59,265 54,720 59,517 81,661 81,845 69,856 69,129 76,024 74,392 57,173 59,277 

2010 

9,366 

 

273 

5,686 

 

257 

57,730 

 

530 

72,782 

Nancy Clark-North 
Dorothy O’Keefe 

Gail Pickus 
Landon Pietz 
Bea Premack 

Jeannette Protexter 
Jean Rahja 

Cara Romeo 
Caroline Sahli 

Mike Sandsmark 
Luke Schaunaman 
Neil Schaunaman 

Jacie Schley 
Kathy Sperry 

Char Suel 
Eric Vetter 

Nina Vilhauer 
Joan Walter 
Pat Waltman 
Dean Webb 
Kathy Webb 
Elsie Weigel 
Betty Werth  

Christian Wolfgram 
Dan Wolfgram 
Jon Wolfgram 
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Evelyn Blum 
Ed Bohlander 

Esther Boschee 
Edythe Clark 
Carol Fowler 
Allen Gates 

Randy Grismer 
Ryan Gunderson 

Helen Mae Hammrich 
Mary Jane Hansen 

Joe Hauck 
Bill Hild 

Mary Jo Hild 
Vi Herman 

Carole Jansen 
Barbara Johnson 
Heath Johnson 
Joyce Kimmel 
Burt Klipfel 
Doug Klipfel 

Nancy Klugseth 
Marilyn Lahr 
Stacy Levsen 
David Losure 
Heidi Losure 

Annikki Marttila 

2010 Volunteer Hours  

Reception 1,306 

Board Members    504 

Junior Docents    414 

Education     69 

Clerical     18 

Collection   206 

Exhibits     36 

Total 2,553 

  

At current minimum wage of $7.25 hr.,  
hours worked by volunteers are valued  
at  $18,509.25 

2010 Adult Volunteers 
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The Lamont Gallery 
 

 “Where Dreams Become Reality” 
(December 7, 2009 – January 20, 2010) 

 

The new decade began in the Lamont Gallery with 
“Where Dreams Become Reality” to 
highlight the 2010 Snow Queen Fes-
tival. Gowns, the original cape, 
crowns and skis from the first winner 
in 1947 were highlighted. Other  

festival traditions 
including Frosty 
and his Snow Guard were exhibit fea-
tures along with the formal portraits of 
the 65 past queens. 
 

“Lance Smith: Native Painting and  
Spirit Horses”  

(February 1 – March 30) 
 

Local artist Lance Smith showcased his talents through 
large-scaled, brilliantly-colored 
acrylic paintings, all having a 
theme of Native American imagery 
depicted either in traditional, con-
temporary, or abstract styles. 

Lance began  
wood carving only two years ago but 
perfected his craft enough to include 
seven carved horse dance sticks in 
his show to offer a contemporary 

interpretation of the historic stick used by many  tribes. 

 
“Roncalli Students: Young At Art” 

(April 10 – May 20)  
 

The Lamont and all adjoining spaces were filled with over 
200 pieces of exciting art created by students 
grades 1 through 12 from the Roncalli 
schools. Projects included ceramic portraits, 
watercolor paintings, black/white geometric 
designs, charcoal drawings, wire sculptures 

and many, more, 
helping everyone 
who enjoyed the exhibit to feel 
“young at art.” 

 

“Elaine Cain: Decorative Scandinavian  
Ceramic Tiles”  

(June 1 – June 30) 
 

California artist Elaine Cain painted ceramic tiles with 
delicate Scandinavian imagery and bold 
colors to create beautiful, large, unique  
murals.  
 
 

“SD Governor’s  
Biennial Art Exhibition” 

(July 10 – September 19) 
 

 “Endless Visions” was the theme for this  State-wide exhibit 
of works by today’s most innovative South 
Dakota artists. The show included 47 pieces  
including paintings, drawings, 
photographs, prints, fiber,  
ceramics, jewelry, and sculp-
ture. DPM was one of only 

five major galleries in SD to host this show.  
 

“Frank Ashford Paintings”  
(September 24 – November 10) 

 

Frank Ashford, a highly respected local artist who grew up on 
a homestead east of Aberdeen,  is one of the 
most well-known South Dakota artists. Edu-

cated as a portrait artist in New 
York and Chicago, Ashford kept 
studios around the US and in 
Paris, France.  His long career 
focused on painting portraits of 
governors, judges, businessmen, and a Presi-
dent and his First Lady. 

 

“Sugar and Spice Gingerbread House  
Extravaganza!”  

(November 18 – December 26) 
 

Nine gingerbread houses were part of DPM’s  
“Christmas Around the World” exhibit, 

which explored Christmas tradi-
tions of a dozen countries. Also 
in the display were flags, pic-
tures, artifacts and stories  
about the different traditions.  

Exhibit Department 
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The Dacotah Gallery 
 

“A Photographic Exhibition: 1970s and 
Today, A 40 Year Comparison” 

 

In celebration of DPM’s 40th Anniversary 
at 21 South Main Street, the Dacotah gal-
ley’s 2010 season opened with a 
black/white photo look into our past. Pho-
tographs from our collection taken in the 
1970s were framed and matched with simi-
lar photographs taken recently by Dr. Wil-

liam Hoar. The subject matter 
included businesses, events, hair 
and clothing styles, and sports.  
Visitors  laughed and enjoyed 
memories evoked by these pho-
tos. 

 
“Shawheen Nazari Photography: A Wild 

Time (in South Dakota)” 
(April 15 – June 15) 

 

 Using wildlife and wild places in 
South Dakota, North Dakota, and 
Minnesota as his subjects, this young 
photographer from Fargo, ND, shared 
an intimate glimpse 
into the color and 

power of nature. Most of these colored 
photographs were  shot at very close 
range for detail and impact. 
 
“In Celebration of the Cooking Series: A 

10 Year Anniversary”  
(June 25 – August 25) 

 

DPM’s popular cooking series 
began in 1999 with a session on 
Jewish cooking inspired by the 
“Unpacking the Prairie” exhibit.  
It blossomed 
into a popu-
lar yearly 

event. The DPM Cooking Series is 
ten years old. This exhibit was a 

retrospect of menus, cooks, and food featured through-
out the series’ ten- year history. 

 
“Dale Spellman: Memories…” 

(September 7 – November 15) 
  
Artist and commercial painter Dale Spellman showcased 

the memories of his lifetime 
through a  6th grade drawing, class 
paintings from his student days at 
NSU, and portraits of family and 
friends. Since his 2003 retirement 
from commercial 
painting,  Dale has 

been producing larger canvases featuring 
historical landscapes, still life composi-
tions, and his signature candid portraits. 
 

“Crop Circles: Circles of Life  
by Lois Beckner” 

(August 15 – October 15) 
 

Lois Beckner used embroidery and highly detailed 
acrylic paintings to interpret the geometry, legend and 

mystery of the crop circle. This native 
West Virginia artist was inspired by the 
intricate designed of actual 
crop circles. Beckner is a 
versatile artist who also 
enjoys folk music and his-

torical re-enactments. 
 

Christmas Tree Lane” 
(November 18 – January 5) 

 

DPM’s 2010 Chirstmas Tree Lane exhibit featured 
lights, decorations, worthy causes and 
general splendor. A new feature this year 
was the People’s Choice Awards selected 
by our guests.  The Aber-
deen  Humane Society 
tree with its cute pictures 
of adoptable puppies and 
kittens and the dazzling red and gold 

wreath created by “Zonta” were the winners.  
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Second Floor Landing 
Life in 1970 

To celebrate DPM’s 40 years at 21 South Main, exhibits 
on the Second Floor Landing were dedicated to remem-
bering what life was like in 1970.  The following six 
themes were used to explore the era’s popular culture. 

 
“ Toys & Games” 

(January – February) 
 

 Toys & Games, the first in-
stallment, included dolls, toys, 
art games, board games and 
puzzles all released in the 
1970s.  
 

 “Technology” 
(March –April) 

 

Computers, typewriters, video games, cameras, hand-
held games, watches, calcu-
lators and televisions made 
an exciting and interesting 
exhibit of the highlights of 
technology and the way our 
lives were changing in the 
1970s. 

 
 “Clothing, Shoes & Accessories” 

(May – June) 
 

Who could forget bell-
bottom pants, polyester lei-
sure suits, “granny” gowns, 
disco sequins and hippy tie-
dyed fashions? All these fad 
fashions along with platform 
shoes and love beads cap-
tured what we loved to look 
like in the 1970s. 
 

 “Entertainment” 
(July – August) 

 

8-Track recordings of Neil 
Diamond and Three Dog 
Night, movies like Star 
Wars and Saturday Night 
Fever, and television 

shows like “Little House On the Prairie” and “All in the 
Family” kept us entertained. This segment also featured 
movie and T.V. posters, disco balls, roller skates and C.B. 
radios, which charged the 1970s up with fun. 
 

 “Books, Authors & Ideas” 
(September – October) 

 

Our attitudes and ideas were 
changing in the 1970s, many of 
them influenced by best selling 
books like “Love Story”, 
“Carrie” and “I’m O.K., You’re 
O.K.” Magazines like Life, Roll-
ing Stone, and Sport Illustrated 
showed us American society in 
flux with new standards and val-
ues on the way. 
 

 “Furniture & Home Décor” 
(November – December) 

 

This chapter reminded us what was considered cutting edge 
in home fashion.  Using green, or-
ange and paisley furniture and wild 
patterned wallpaper and Objects ‘d 
Art; we made our homes truly 
“modern” in the 70s. Add ceramic 
dishes, stoneware cups, stainless 
steel coffee pots, a crock-pot and 
fondue set and a candle or two, and 
we were as “hip” as could be! 

 

~~~~~ 
  

 Front Window and First Floor Landing 
 

The front window and first 
floor landing hosted two ex-
hibits created to support com-
munity groups. One honored 
the 90th  Anniversary of the 
NSU/Civic Symphony.  

The other celebrated the 90th 
anniversary of Women’s Suf-
frage and was a cooperative 
effort with the local chapter of 
the League of Women Voters. 



 

 

2010 Granary Fine Arts Exposition 
 

DPM and the Granary Rural Cultural Center 
teamed up again in 2010 to present the All Da-
kota Fine Arts 
Exhibition.  For 
the first time in 
the event’s fif-
teen year history, 
flooded roads 
forced a change 
in location.  Instead of spending two days on the 
beautiful rural campus of the Granary, the atten-
dees gathered in Aberdeen at the ARCC.   

Students and teachers 
from twenty one schools 
in North and South Da-
kota enjoyed the art-
filled day. 
Brad Bachmeier, a 

Fargo ND artist and educator, was the featured 
speaker.  Rocky Hart-
berg, Michelle Bacon, 
Mary Hunt, along with 
Nick and Nicole 
Fischer led hands-on 
workshops allowing 
students to create art in a variety of media.  In 

conjunction with the 
educational opportuni-
ties, an art show is cre-
ated using pieces stu-
dents bring to share 
with their peers. A 

team of professional artists select pieces that best 
represent the ten categories students work in.  
They also select one piece as “Best in Show” 
whose creator is presented a $500 bond.  Nathen 
Cantwell and Emily Wil-
liams-Wheeler, the 2010 
judges, selected this piece 
entitled “Trapped” as this 
year’s winner.  It was 
painted by Aloysia Pfeiffer, 
a student at Fargo South 
High School. 
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Major New Exhibit Opens  
 

    “New Dawn on the Prairie”, a new agriculture and 
railroad exhibit, opened on in DPM’s east ground 
floor gallery on September 
11.  The display examines 
the development of the 
area’s agriculture from the 
earliest pioneer’s efforts to 
break sod to today’s mod-
ern farmer’s mechanized  
methods.  Visitors will see how each new generation 
of farmers addressed the challenges of  farming in the 
ever changing  prairie environment. 

A touch screen computer offers 
visitors an opportunity to hear 
differing viewpoints on the 
westward movement and early 
land settlement.  
Our area’s railroad history also 
has been incorporated into this 

display that features an 1890s rail-
way station with its ticket master 
ready to serve a woman passenger 
dressed in her finest traveling cos-
tume.  A period model train run-
ning through early Aberdeen is a 
popular piece in the exhibit.   
The hallway was transformed  to 
replicate the interior of a luxurious 
Pullman passenger car.  The area is 
the final stop in this new exhibit.  Gold trimmed , red 

velvet curtains frame numerous ex-
hibit windows, each filled with arti-
facts, photos, and memorabilia rele-
vant to some aspect of railroad his-
tory. 
     This gallery suite was one of 
DPM’s first public spaces when the 
museum opened in 1970, so it was 
appropriate to have exhibit work 
again focus on the space where it 
all began.   “New Dawn” is dedi-

cated to our founders whose vision continues to in-
spire progress. 
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New Collection Pieces 
    Forty eight donors added over 565 items to the 
artifact collection during 2010.  Some significant 
additions  include materials from Helen Bergh re-
flecting her 40 year career as a rural school educator; 
memorabilia to expand our existing collection of 
Snow Queen information; yearbooks from the Don 
McNeil Breakfast Club; numerous items from 1970, 
the desk bell from the Sherman Hotel; and a pro-
gram from the first Aberdeen Wings Hockey game.   
  

A Few New Artifacts 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Pieces Added to the Permanent Art 
Collection 

    Each year a few pieces are purchased for or do-
nated to DPM’s permanent art collection.  During 
2010  several pieces including the two shown be-
low were added.  Others include 2 pencil drawings 
by Ernest Johnson, a pen and ink drawing by Lora 
Schaunaman, and a spirit horse carved by Lance 
Smith. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Long-Term Collection Projects 
     Maintaining the computerized data base is an on 
going project in the collection department.  To date 
information on 28,300 artifacts has been included.   
Organizing and developing more detailed finding 
aids for the archive collection is also on going as is 
photographing (digitally) the artifacts in rooms 304 
and 306 for inclusion in existing finding aid  
booklets. 
 
“We all need reminders of the people we 
have known, the places where we have 
travelled, the experiences that we have had, 
in order to remember who we are.” 
  ~Thomas Schlereth in Artifacts and the American Past 

Collection Department 

1970 Toys 
Strawberry Shortcake Doll 

Muppet Dolls   

A mini dress worn as a  
traveling outfit by a bride  

following her 1970s wedding. 

Program for first 
Wings Hockey 

game. The team was 
organized in 2010. 

Sherman Hotel Desk Bell 

“Bovine Parliament” is 
an oil painting by Lyse 
Dzija.  It was donated 
to the DPM from the 
estate of Edwin Koch 

“As the Sun Sets” 
photograph by 

Shawheen Nazari 

China candy dish  given to customers 
of the Aberdeen Crockery in 1958 to  
commemorate its 50th  anniversary. 
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Brown County Funds  $261,905.63 

Aberdeen City Funds  $12,000.00 

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE  $273,905.63 

Salaries and Benefits   

Salaries $163,806.25  

Benefits $51,918.97  

Total Salaries and Benefits $215,725.22 $215,725.22 
Operations   

Insurance 1489.65  

Cafeteria Flex Plan 108.00  

Supplies & Materials 318.64  

Professional fees & services 149.15  

Rentals 3312.00  

Books & Subscriptions 315.32  

Memberships 525.00  

Janitorial supplies 787.96  

Shop 61.74  

Museum Departments 22,204.24  

           Collection, Exhibit & Education cost   

Gas/Oil 35.00  

Office Expense   

              Supplies 2484.49  

Postage 1058.00  

Copier/Fax 120.00  

Phone 1123.73  

Internet 685.90  

Computer Equipment 1522.00  

Travel/registration/Conference 85.00  

Security 1174.80   

Publicity 13375.52*  

Repairs & maintenance 2698.96  
Total Operations $53,635.10 $53,635.10 
   
Total Spent $269,360.32 $269,360.32 

Total Remaining end of year  $4545.31 
   
*This category includes the $12,000 from the city            
                  of Aberdeen 

   

2010 Financial Summary 



 

 

APPENDIX 
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Frederick teacher, Colleen Wallien presents DPM 
Educator, Sherri Rawstern, a check for $307.73.  
This donation from the elementary students in Fre-
derick is designated for the Children’s Museum. 

1st Annual “Night for the Museum” raises 
money for new exhibits.   

“Y-M-C-A” Doing the Macarena 
Playing Atari 

The DPM sponsored “A Night for the Museum: Four Decades of Fun” , an event to raise funds for 
new programs and exhibits.  The party was held in the Ward Hotel’s Crystal Ballroom and fea-
tured food, music, fashions, and mini-exhibits from the 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, and 2000s, to cele-
brate DPM’s 40 years on Main Street.  Guests were encouraged to dress in their favorite fashions 
from those years.   The event was such a success that plans for the 2011 event are already shaping 
up.  

Kids Help Kids 

Founder’s Family Donates to DPM 
Sue Gates,, museum director, accepts a check for $50,000 from Susan 
Vaughan, representative of the Vaughan Family Trust.  The late Ken 
Vaughan was one of DPM’s founders.  These funds will help kick off a 
building fund campaign. 


