
women of the tribe.  More 
poles are set in place to form 
the circular shape. Finally the 
poles are covered with buffalo 
hides that the women had sewn 
together.  The women of the 
tribe owned the tipis and were 
responsible for making them, 
moving them and selecting the 
best places to establish camp. 

This exhibit was funded in 
part by the Dacotah Prairie 
Museum Foundation through 
its annual membership cam-
paign. 
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 “Tradi t ional Nat ive 
American Housing” is now 
open.  This exhibit examines 
the housing designs developed 
and used by three plains tribes 
common to our region, Ari-
kara, Dakota and Lakota.  
Visitors will learn about the 
Arikara earth lodge, the Da-
kota bark lodge as well as the 
Lakota tipi. 

The Arikara earthlodge is 
the earliest known dwelling on 
the plains dating back to about 
700AD.  The Arikara were not 
a nomadic people and spent 
their entire lives in one area, 
so their homes were substan-
tial structures constructed of 
logs, willow branches, dried 
grass and earth.  The lodges 
were round and the village was 
arranged in a circle. 

The Dakota people also 
lived in lodges but made them 
from bark rather than earth.  

T h e s e 
l o d g e s 
used a pole 
framework 
that was 
c o v e r e d 
with large 
pieces of 
bark peeled 
from elm 
trees.  Be-
ing more nomadic than the 
Arikara, the Dakota only lived 
in their lodges spring through 
fall while they hunted, fished, 
and tended crops.  After har-
vest they packed up and fol-
lowed the buffalo for the win-
ter hunt, establishing tempo-
rary camps with tipis. 

The Lakota people were 
nomadic, living in tipis as 
they followed the buffalo 
herds.  The tipi’s base is 
formed with three strong 
lodge poles that have been 
peeled and stripped by the 

 

during the school year. Sherri 
Rawstern, DPM’s education 
director, along with sixth 
grade teachers Rose Kraft and 
Brenda Mitzel, train the stu-
dents and coordinate the 
scheduling so each student 
has several opportunities for 
service throughout the school 
year.  Since its inception 15 
years ago, approximately 750 
students have participated in 
this unique partnership. 

Front: L-R Brenda Mitzel, Mary 
Schwab, Rose Kraft 

Back: L-R Mikayla, Hanna, 
Daniel , Justin and Sherri Raw-
stern  

The Junior Docent Program is 
the winner of the 2008 STAR 
(Students Taking Action Re-
sponsibly) Award, which is 
co-sponsored by the Aberdeen 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
and the Volunteer Service 
Clearinghouse.  Junior Do-
cents, all members of the 
sixth grade class at Roncalli 
Middle School, serve as vol-
unteer tour guides and educa-
tion assistants at the Museum  
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Mitten Tree 2 

Bookmark Contest winners 
 

2 

“Looking Back” Vol. II 
 

2 

Artifact Spotlight 3 

Ashford painting spotlighted 3 

“What’s Cookin” exhibit 4 

  

Winter 2009 
Volume 1, Issue 1 

PO Box 395   Aberdeen, South Dakota   57402-0395 

DPM Events Calendar 
 February 

     9    1:15pm Chapter CB PEO 

     10  10:00am Chapter CY PEO 

     11  1:30pm Hamlin Garland Society 

     10   5:30pm  DPM Foundation. Board 

     17   5:00pm DPM Board 

     22   1:30pm  Karen Flakus food prog. 

     28    noon  BC Historical Society 
 Annual meeting 
 

 March 

    10   10:00am Chapter CY PEO 

     10   5:30pm DPM Foundation Board 

     11   1:30pm Hamlin Garland Society 

     14   1:30pm Natural Abundance Staff       
 food program 

     17   5:00pm DPM Board 
 

 Exhibits: 

“What’s Cookin’?”   

January 23—March  25 

 “New Art for a New Century”  

January 28 – February 23 

“Creative Quilts” by Cheryl Olson  

March 1 – March 31 

“Looking at History”  eyeglass history 

Opens February 13 

~~~~~~~~ 
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Sue Gates presented mittens to Captain Michael 
Cripe of Salvation Army 
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 Never, Never, or Hardly Ever… 

Manners of the 1800’s 

 

Never exaggerate. 

Never point at another. 

Never betray a confidence. 

Never wantonly frighten others. 

Never leave home with unkind words. 

Never neglect to call upon your friends. 

Never laugh at the misfortune of others. 

Never give a promise that you cannot fulfill. 

Never send a present, hoping for one in return. 

Never will a gentleman allude to a conquest he 
may have made with ladies. 

Never pick the teeth in company. 

During Aberdeen’s 125th anniversary in 
2006, the DPM researched and wrote sto-
ries of historical interest that appeared 
each week in the Aberdeen American 
News.  The articles have been published 
in two volumes as permanent keepsakes, 
and Volume II is now available for sale at 
the DPM.  Copies of Volume I are also 
available.  Each book sells for $19.95.  
Purchase both volumes for $35.00.  DPM 
Foundation members save an additional 
10%.  All proceeds benefit Dacotah Prai-
rie Museum.  
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The DPM invited students in 
grades K-5 to design a bookmark 
to reflect the theme “Building 
Bridges Between People & 
Places” as part of the “Bridges of 
Understanding” exhibit 
featured at DPM last fall.  
Winning bookmarks were 
professionally printed and 
distributed at Little Pro-
fessor Bookstore, Alex-
ander Mitchell Library, 

and the DPM.  Sarah Cleveland 
won the K-2 division and Hosea 
Kost the 3-5 division.  Congratu-
lations Sarah and Hosea! 

Dacotah Prairie Times 
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Published in February, May, August   Mailing Address: 

and November by the Dacotah Prairie Museum    Dacotah Prairie Museum 

Foundation , Inc.     PO Box 395 
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Museum Staff: 

Sue Gates, Director     E-Mail address: 

Sherri Rawstern, Curator of Education    dpm@brown.sd.us 

Lora Schaunaman, Curator of Exhibits 

Jackie Ormand, Curator of Collections   Website: 

Carol White,  Administrative Assistant & Giftshop Mgr.  http://www.dacotahprairiemuseum.com 

The DPM hosted its fifth annual 
Christmas Tree Lane in 2008.  This 
year’s exhibit featured 28 decorated 
trees and a dozen wreaths provided 
by area organizations and individu-
als.  A new feature this year was a 
“mitten tree” provided by DPM, 
which was to be decorated by the 
public with mittens or gloves. When 
the exhibit closed, the DPM pre-
sented 187 pair of mittens and 
gloves to the Salvation Army for 
distribution to those in need.  
Thanks to all who helped make the 
first annual “mitten tree” a huge 
success. 
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Do’s and Don’ts of 

    Yesteryear ~ 

DO 
*Hammer a squared peg into a round hole 
when you wish a wood joint to stay. 
 

*Clean woodwork marred by scratching 
etc., by rubbing it with half a lemon. (works 
on fingermarks also) 
 

DON’T 
*as an invited guest, be late for dinner. This 
is a wrong to your host, other guests and to 
the dinner. 

*talk with your mouth full. 
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Chicago, Philadelphia and 
New York and is best known 
for his portraits including 
one of President and Mrs. 
Calvin Coolidge that hangs 
in the State Game Lodge in 
Custer.  Take Andrews’ ad-
vice, stop at DPM to see 
Woman with a Shawl; the 
unidentified beauty is in the      

          lobby for all to enjoy. 

  

 John Andrews, writer 
for South Dakota Maga-
zine, included Woman 
With a Shawl by Frank 
Ashford on his list of 10 
“must see” SD paintings 
published in the Janu-
ary/February 2009 issue.  
Ashford was born in 
1907 and grew up near 
Stratford.  He attended art schools in  

 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 

City:_________________________________ State:___________ Zip:___________________ 

Card #_________________________________ Auth. #_______________ Exp. Date_______ 

Signature: _____________________________________________  Visa/MasterCard/Discover 

Your membership in the Dacotah Prairie Museum Foundation helps promote the museum to many audiences and assures that 
the Dacotah Prairie Museum continues as one of South Dakota’s premier museums. Please complete this form today and mail 
it to: 

Dacotah Prairie Museum Foundation, PO Bio 395, Aberdeen SD  5740200395 

All members receive the Dacotah Prairie Times quarterly, a 10% discount in the Dacotah Prairie Mercantile,  
and invitations to special events. 
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Basic Membership 

Individual   $25.00 

Senior Citizen $20.00 

Family  $50.00 

Student  $5.00 

Sustaining Contributions 

Patron  $1,000.00 

Benefactor  $500.00+ 

Curator  $250.00+ 

Collector   $125.00+ 

Pioneer  $50.00+ 

 

group of men  whose only storage for 
papers was a  series of cubbyholes 
accessible by everyone in the office.  
The rotary desk features movable sec-
tions that form the side of the desk 
when closed; when open, expose stor-
age areas.  At the end of the work day, 
the sides were closed like doors and 
locked.  The DPM’s Wooten desk can 
be seen in the gift shop where it serves 
as a display piece. 

This interesting desk is called a Wooton 
Rotary Desk.  The design was patented by 
William Wooton in 1876, and that same 
year, one of his first desks was displayed 
at the Philadelphia Centennial, the first 
world’s fair held in the United States.  
Wooton’s design was unique because it 
provided private storage space for office 
papers and supplies, an option not yet 
common in office environments.   At the 
time accounting and bookkeeping was 
often done at a stand-up desk shared by a  

 

  

  

  

Wooton Rotary Desk  



 

  

  

 

Most of us take food for granted.  
We shop in huge supermarkets and use 
many appliances to make cooking faster 
and easier.  What a contrast to our coun-
terparts in the 1800s who grew much of 
what they ate and spent hours preparing it 
for consumption.  The DPM is hosting a 
traveling exhibit that examines 200 years 
of food and foodways in America.  
“What’s Cookin’?” fills the Lamont Gal-
lery with information and artifacts that 
reflect how changes in food preparation 
and processing have influenced our diets 
during the past 200 years. 

The DPM has planned two pro-
grams in conjunction with this exhibit.   

 

 

On Sunday, February 22, at 
1:30pm Karen Flakus, owner of the 
kitchen and coffee shop “Inspire”, will 
demonstrate new kitchen gadgets and 
provide tasting samples of some of her 
gourmet food products.  On Saturday, 
March 14 at 1:30pm, staff from Natural 
Abundance will share a program on the 
history of natural food in America.  Both 
programs are free and open to the public. 

This exhibit, on loan from the 
Rogers Historical Museum, is sponsored 
locally by the DPM Foundation. “What’s 
Cookin” will be in the Lamont Gallery 
through March 25. 
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Phone: 605-626-7117 
Fax: 605-626-4026 
Email: dpm@brown.sd.us 
www.dacotahprairiemuseum.com 
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