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DPM Events Calendar  

 May 

    18  Reception NSU Orchestra 
 Exhibit  4:00pm—6:00pm 
    25  5:00pm DPM Board 
    31  Closed for Memorial Day 

 

 June 

      1  5:30 DPM Fdn/Museum 
 Boards 
      4  SD Heritage Fund Board 
 meets at DPM 
      5  Elaine Cain Reception 
 1pm—4pm at DPM 
      8  5:30pm DPM Foundation 
 Board 
      9  1:30pm Hamlin Garland  
 Society  
    12  2:00pm Genealogical Society  
    21 Home Federal Ice Crème  
 Social at DPM 2:00pm  
    22  5:00pm DPM Board 

 

 July 

   10  2:00pm Genealogical Society  
   13  5:30pm DPM Foundation 
 Board  
   14  1:30pm Hamlin Garland  
 Society  
   20  5:00pm DPM Board  

 

 

 
 
The Dacotah Prairie Museum/Granary All Dakota Fine Arts High School 

Exhibition was held at the Aberdeen Recreation and Cultural Center on April 22 
and 23, 2010. For the first time in the event’s fifteen year history, it was not held on 
the Granary campus near Groton.  Flooding and soggy roads near the Granary ne-
cessitated this change of venue. Approximately 150 
students and art teachers from North and South Da-
kota were in attendance. 

A six-member team represented each 
school, and team members entered one piece of 
original art in the competition.  South Dakota teams 
included: Aberdeen Central, Aberdeen Roncalli, 
Groton, Britton-Hecla, Frederick Area, Ipswich, 
Deuel, Willow Lake, DeSmet, Mitchell, Clark, Simmons Middle School, Wessing-
ton Springs, Northwestern, Holgate Middle School, Sisseton, and Mobridge-
Pollock. Teams representing North Dakota were: Fargo North High School, Fargo 
South High School, Lisbon, and Milnor.   

The keynote speaker for the event was Brad Bachmeier, an art professor at 
Minnesota State University in Moorhead, MN specializing in Raku Ceramics.  
Bachmeier discussed art as a career and shared insights on creative ways to be suc-

cessful in that pursuit. Workshop presenters were: Rocky 
Hartberg, Langford SD, who is a cartoon and story illus-
trator; Michelle Bacon, Aberdeen SD, who works with 
clay and ceramics; Mary Hunt, Platte SD, who specializes 
in glass fusing, and Nick and Nicole Fischer, Aberdeen 
SD, who create large scale murals.   

Students also attended a session with two professional artists, Emily Wil-
liams-Wheeler, Fargo, ND, and Nathen Cantwell, Aberdeen, SD, who served as 
judges for the competition. Williams-Wheeler and Cantwell discussed with students 
how to prepare artwork for competitions and what judges look for when reviewing 
art in competitions. The pair evaluated the entries and awarded prizes in a variety of 
categories.  They also selected one school team from each 
state to receive the best team entry award and an individual 
piece for the “Best of Show” commendation.  Both days, par-
ticipating students served as peer judges selecting their show 
favorites.   

Aloysia Pfeiffer, Fargo South High School, won the 
“Best in Show” award for her pencil and ink drawing 
“Trapped”, pictured here.  She received a $500 bond, sponsored by the South Da-
kota Wheat Growers Association.  To view a complete list of winners and their win-
ning artwork visit www.dacotahprairiemuseum.com and click the High School Art 
Exhibition. icon.    
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SAVE THE DATE!  OCTOBER 2, 2010 6:30PM   DPM IS HAVING A PARTY! 
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     The Dacotah 
Gallery is show-
ing a photogra-
phy exhibit by 
S h a w h e e n 
Nazari, Fargo, 
ND,  entitled “A Wild Time in the 
Midwest.” It will remain open until 
June 15th. 
     His photos closely examine 
flowers, plants, animals and land-
scape by enlarging the most inter-
esting features of each subject into 
a total format. Color and lighting 
are the key to the wonderful impact 

of Nazari’s 
photographs. 
   Nazari grew 
up in North 
Dakota, and  
has always 
enjoyed  ex-

ploring nature, which is the pri-
mary focus of his work.  He has 
traveled the U.S. capturing  
images  of animals, flowers, and 
environments.   
     He earned a   Master’s Degree 
in architecture from North Dakota 
State University.  

 

       On this Memorial Day please 
remember those who gave their                
lives  so we Americans could enjoy 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness.  

   Pause from your daily routine to  
  observe  a moment of silence for  
  remembrance and respect of their  
  sacrifices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The second floor landing is alive 
with fad, fun and colorful fashions of 
the 1970’s. For May and June the mu-
seum will 
host hippies, 
flower chil-
dren and the 
glitzy disco 
guys and gals 
o f  t h e 
“ p o l y e s t e r 
decade.” 
      Synthetic fabrics were big for the 
first time, clothes became “drip-dry” 
and were easy to care for. Demand for 
polyester grew steadily. It could be 
made to imitate other fabrics, like cot-
ton, satin, fur etc. It was first commer-
cially produced in the US in 1953, and 
thanks to advances in fabric dyes, 
polyester could be created in a variety 
of colors and patterns. 
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  Student artists 
from the Aberdeen 
Roncalli Schools 
are displaying their 
works in the La-
mont Gallery in a 
show ent i t led 
“Young at Art.” 

  The show in-
cludes pieces from students in 
grades 1 through 12. 1st Grade 
drew lions and experimented with 

shape and 
design.   

Grade 2 fo-
cused on 
action draw-

ings of horses and watercolor re-
sists of unique snowflakes. 3rd 
Grade created paper bag masks. 
4th Grade made Southwest pottery, 
drew buildings in perspective, and 

figures. 5th grade 
made batik cards and 
yarn collages. 6th 
grade made leaf prints 
and water-colored 
landscapes. 7th grade 
made watercolor paint-
ings and 8th grade de-

signed ceramic dinner ware. High 
school students made life-sized 
portraits of each other. This exhibit 
will be up until May 20th. 

   DACOTAH GALLERY LANDING GALLERY LAMONT GALLERY 



Arti fact Spotl ight 

SD Museum 
Ass’n Meets   
    The DPM hosted 
the Association of SD  
Museums in April.   
Museum professionals from around the 
state gathered to discuss methods and 
techniques for managing their archival 
holdings.  Speakers for the conference 
included Robert Russell, director of the 
Beulah Williams Library at Northern 
State University, whose specialty is ar-
chival management.  He shared tips for 
keeping and storing electronic media 
such as tape recordings, computer disks, 
digital images, and film. 
     During the group’s business meeting, 
Sherri Rawstern of the Dacotah Prairie 
Museum was elected vice president for 
the upcoming year. 
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Doris Huffman, Ken Vaughan, 
Jim Wyly, Leo Hansen, and Cora 
Fielder.  Sally Johnston, who 
retired from our volunteer corps 
in December 2009, was thanked 
for her 35 years of continuous 
service to DPM.  Sally helped 
develop the first giftshop, was a 
member of the board of direc-
tors, served at the reception desk 
and was the acting director for 
several months in 1995. 

    

     The DPM staff hosted a 
luncheon in the Helen 
Bergh Room to honor its 
volunteers on April 19.  
During the 2009 year 

DPM volunteers performed a wide 
variety of tasks, sharing a total of 
2,707 hours of their time with the 
museum, which at minimum wage 
($7.25 per hour) equals a donation of 
$19,625.75! 
     Sue Gates shared an outline of the 
year’s accomplishments and an over-
view of the museum’s future plans.  
She also emphasized the role our 
volunteers have played in the success 
of the institution since it opened in 
1969 and made special note of the 
many who shared so much but are 
now deceased including Peg Lamont, 
Helen and Gordon Bergh, Bob Perry, 

 

*Average monthly rent:  $200.00       *First Earth Day celebrated   

*Postage stamp: 6 cents                 *Paul McCartney announced that the Beatles had disbanded 

*Movie ticket: $1.50                            *Voting age in the US was lowered to 18 

*Wrangler jeans: $12.00                 *Watergate scandal 

                       *8 track tape player: $38.89                        *Saturday Night Live debuted 

                       *Head & Shoulders shampoo: 79 cents *1st test tube baby was born in England 

           *1979 year-end interest rates: 15.25%  * The Brady Bunch was a popular TV family 
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 Thomas Edison invented the phonograph in 1877 and developed a business dictation pho-
nograph he began selling in 1905. He sold both machines under the phonograph name until 
1916 when he renamed his dictation phonograph the “Ediphone.”  There are three parts to an 
Ediphone.  1.The recording or dictating machine (pictured here).    A person spoke into the  
microphone (the conical black device on the left front), and the words were inscribed 
(recorded) onto a  wax cylinder; 2. A transcribing or reproducing machine that played back 
the dictated message for transcription; and 3. The shaving machine, which scraped the outer 
layer of wax from the cylinder so it could be reused. Each wax cylinder had a capacity of  
1000—1200 words and could be used 100-130 times. 

Ediphone 

DPM Honors Its Volunteers 
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Phone: 605-626-7117 
Fax: 605-626-4026 
Email: dpm@brown.sd.us 
www.dacotahprairiemuseum.com 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Fire in Adjoining Building Causes Tense Moments at DPM 
 

      In December 1972 Ellsworth Brown, then director of the Dacotah Prairie  
Museum, presented the Board of Directors a $1,231.00 proposal to create a new 
meeting room on the second floor.  His proposal outlined costs for removing two 
existing walls, new lighting, lowering the ceiling, and installing new flooring.   The 
board voted to approve Brown’s suggestion, and work on the project began shortly  
thereafter. 
     Fast forward to July 1, 1973.  The new meeting room was  
finished but in peril.  A fire broke out that evening in the Sports-

man’s Bar, which adjoined the museum on the north.  The bar building was destroyed, and there 
was considerable danger to the museum building.  Firemen kept the fire from entering our building 
by hosing the flames from our second and third floor windows, which they broke out for quick ac-
cess. 
     The museum escaped the fire but suffered considerable smoke and water damage in rooms on its 
north side, including the new conference room.  Staff closed the museum for two weeks for 
cleanup.  Luckily all damage was covered by insurance.   

DPM is Popular Field Trip Destination! 


