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DPM Event Calendar 
   

December 
  13  5:30pm DPM Fnd Board         
  24  Christmas Eve Closed 
  25  Christmas Day Closed 
  26  Christmas Monday Closed   
  
 January 
  1   New Year’s Day  Closed 
  2   New Year’s Monday Closed 
  8   John Eichinger Photography 
       Exhibit opens in Dacotah Gallery 
 10  Noon  Habitat For Humanity 
       5:30pm DPM Fnd Board 
 11  1:30pm Garland Society  
       2:00pm Personalities Video     
 14  2:00pm Genealogy Society 
 21  Noon Brown County 
       Historical Society Annual Mtg. 
 24  5:00pm DPM Board  
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Savor the Holiday Season at DPM 
    The galleries of DPM are decorated for 
the season with greenery, ribbons, lights, 
and ornaments to fill the senses of our visi-
tors.  The exhibits described below can be 
found on the second floor. 
 

“Christmas Tree Lane” 
 
     “Christmas Tree Lane”, an annual exhibit featuring 
decorated trees or wreaths provided by local busi-
nesses and organizations, includes 23 trees and nine 
wreaths. Sivertsen Technology created a computer-
ized light show that allows the tree 
lights to flash and blink in rhythm 
to the background music.  DPM 
staff encourages visitors to this 
exhibit to vote for their favorite 
tree by placing non-perishable 
food donations under the tree of 
their choice.  Votes can be cast 

through December 21; all food items will be donated to 
the Salvation Army on December 22 to help fill the food 
pantry used by those in need. 

 
     “Gingerbread Extravazanga” 
 
    The Lamont Gallery is hosting the 
“Gingerbread Extravaganza” which features 
gingerbread creations of all descriptions, 
from train stations and castles to summer 
cottages and Santa’s factory.  This exhibit 
also includes vignettes from Christmas 

1823, 1941, and 1962, which highlight how our holiday  traditions, the 
songs we sing, the decorations we 
use, and the gifts we give have 
changed to reflect the state of our 
society during those periods.   
   The Gingerbread exhibit closes 
December 23, and the Trees will 
close December 31.  Come, celebrate 
the sights, sounds and aromas of the 
season at the DPM. 

A Greener Museum 
     In the upcoming months, DPM will 
be taking several steps to become a 
“greener” institution.  Already, many 
daily tasks are completely “paperless” 
being accomplished digitally instead. 
Before year’s end, lights in all rest-
rooms will be controlled by motion 
detectors, so lights come on only when 
needed.  During 2012 motion detectors 
will be added to lights in most exhib-
its, which will provide significant en-
ergy savings as will the switch from 
incandescent to CFL bulbs. Lights will 
be on only when someone is present in 
the area. 
    If you’d like receive our newsletters 
and other DPM correspondence via e-
mail to save paper and postage costs,  
call Sue at 626-7117 or e-mail her at 
sue.gates@browncounty.sd.gov 
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 Contact Your Museum Staff via e-mail, phone or fax: 
Director: Sue.Gates@browncounty.sd.gov  
Curator of Education:  Sherri.Rawstern@browncounty.sd.gov 
Curator of Exhibits:  Lora.Schaunaman@browncounty.sd.gov 
Curator of Collections: Jackie.Ormand@browncounty.sd.gov 
Administrative Ass’t & Gift Shop Mgr.:  Carol.White@browncounty.sd.gov 
Curatorial Assistant:  Marianne.MarttilaKlipfel@browncounty.sd.gov 
 
Website:  www.dacotahprairiemuseum.com                 Phone: 605-626-7117   
Address:  21 S Main Street  Aberdeen SD 57401         Fax:     605-262-4026  

SD Snow Queen 
 

    January in Aberdeen means the 
city will host its annual Snow Queen 
Festival, an event started in 1947 as 
a satellite festival for  the St. Paul 
Winter Carnival.  Contestants come 
from across the state to compete for 
the opportunity to represent SD as 
its queen of the snow.  Frosty, the 
mystery snowman, became part of 
the festival in 1949, and a junior 
queen was first crowned in 1955. 
    DPM will highlight the festival in 
an exhibit opening on December 31 
in the Lamont Gallery.  The main 
attraction is the collection of official 
portraits that grows each year as the 
new queen’s picture is added.   

     
 
     Tis’ the Season for Cabin Fever 
and, to combat the nasty, cooped-up 
feeling it brings, the Museum is once 
again offering an opportunity to enjoy 
time out of the house, in the warm and 
cozy rooms of its children’s exhibit, 
which has been newly redesigned to 
incorporate last year’s favorites with 
some new activities.    
     Spend some time in the Frontier 
Town Life Room, the Enchanted For-
est Art Room, and the Prairie and Na-
tive American Life Room.  Each area 
will offer fun learning experiences for 
our youngest visitors.   
    This exhibit opens February 10 and 
will remain open through April 10. 

Follow DPM on Facebook! 

 Like Dacotah Prairie Museum 
on Facebook to receive updates 
about events, gift shop sales, 
and exhibits as well as some 
fun historic trivia. 

                    A New Year Brings a New Look 

     The Prairie Diorama exhibit will re-open in January 2012 with a new interpretive theme:  
“Questions and Clues…Exploring Prehistoric Brown County.” The exhibit has been redesigned 
to explore the earliest days of this area and features a life-sized painting of a Wooly Mammoth 
and a footprint of a Mastodon to visually transport visitors into those prehistoric times in eastern 
South Dakota. Ancient artifacts unearthed at the Gunderson Dig near Westport, Brown County’s  

most recent  archeological dig, will be central to telling the story of the earliest known human life 
in our area. 
     Other exhibit features include a map of migration theories; a magnifying glass station where 
visitors can take a closer look at shells, arrowheads and rocks; artifacts carved from authentic 
Wooly Mammoth tusks; a bison bone matching challenge and puzzles to help exhibit viewers  in 
finding clues to the story to our historic past. 

2012 Children’s Exhibit 
 

Let’s Go Surfin’ 
    The photography of John Eichinger, 
Aberdeen, will open in the Dacotah 
Gallery on January 8.  Photos in this 
show were all shot at Huntington 
Beach, California, America’s official 
“Surf City, USA”  and highlight our 
fascination with riding the waves.  
Surfing took the country by storm in 
1963 when Jan and Dean’s “Surf 
City,”  inspired by the 
surfers at Huntington 
Beach, hit the top of the 
pop music charts. 
  Come, let Eichinger’s 
images take you on a 
winter get away to Surf 
City, USA!  
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Brown County Historical Society News 
   The Brown County Historical Society will host its 
annual meeting at the Dacotah Prairie Museum at noon 
on Saturday, January 21, 2012.  A lunch, available at a 
nominal fee, will be served followed by a program and 
business meeting.   
     Patsy Weigel, a member of the Aberdeen Pheasant 
Canteen Ladies, will provide an informative program 
about the group’s progress in its efforts to gather and 
exhibit the history of the WWII Red Cross/USO can-
teen that gained fame serving pheasant sandwiches to 
soldiers on the many troop trains travelling through 
Aberdeen during the war.  
     The Aberdeen canteen opened in late August 1943 
at the Milwaukee Railroad Depot.  During the next 31 
months, hundreds of local and area volunteers pro-
vided time, food, and/or money for the effort, which 
ultimately provided free food 
and service  to   586,000 troops 
by the time the canteen closed 
March 22, 1946. 
    This meeting is free and open 
to the public.  Meal reservations 
can be made by calling 626-
7117 no later than January 17.   

 New Video to be Shown 
 

     DPM and Kaleidoscope Media announce the release 
of a newly created video: “Brown County Personali-
ties: A Look at Those Who Made it Happen.” The first 
public showing of this piece will be 2pm Wednesday, 
January 11 in the museum conference room, which 
now includes a large screen video display with special 
sound system. The Personalities video, includes three 
dramatic recreations of historic Brown County events 
done by members of the Aberdeen Community Thea-
ter.  Steve Kaiser, wrote and produced  the video, and 
Brian T. Schultz wrote and directed the dramatic rec-
reations. Shaun O’Connell created graphics and edited 
the final presentation, and Katie Kaiser gathered the 
historic data and photos necessary to make the person-
alities come to life   
     Production of this video was made possible by the 
following sponsors: The Dacotah Bank Foundation, 
Harvey and Cynthia Jewett, Charles and ��������  
Kornmann and Jim and Vicki Lust. 

2011-2012 DPM Membership Campaign 
     Each October the DPM membership campaign begins a 
new cycle.  Work is now being done on the 2011-2012 ef-
fort.  This is a valuable tool that allows DPM to raise addi-
tional funds for use in its exhibits and program departments.  
Recent projects funded by these dollars include the re-
upholstery of a vintage fainting couch, the Harvey Dunn art 
show, and the Children’s Exhibits.  If you would like to help 
DPM complete other special projects, simply fill out the 
form below and mail it with your contribution to the mu-
seum at 21 South Main Street, Aberdeen, SD 57401.  

Thank you. 

Snowiest Winter:  1936-1937 with 109.8 inches  
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Fax: 605-626-4026 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

WHICH ABERDEEN WINTER 
WAS THE SNOWIEST? 

 
1936-1937  
 
1896-1897 
 
1993-1994 
 
1996-1997 
 

Answer on page 3 

  
 
 

   The Dacotah Prairie Museum has created a third 
Christmas Tree ornament, which like the first two, 
features four  historic Aberdeen buildings: Old 
Fire Station #2, the Brown County Courthouse, the 
Aberdeen Municipal Building, and the Aberdeen 
Recreation and Cultural Center.    
 
  This ornament as well as those created in  2009 
and 2010 are available for purchase in the museum 
gift shop for $12.95.  The three ornaments can also 
be purchased through  DPM’s online shop. Simply 
go to www.dacotahprairiemuseum.com and click 
the gift shop link.   All proceeds go to museum 
projects.  
   
   These ornaments make great stocking stuffers 
for anyone interested in Aberdeen history.    


